
LEARN THE PAST, REWRITE THE
FUTURE‌

global systems and impact‌
s‌har‌ed responsibility‌
decision m‌aking‌

KEY
TOPICS‌

In this activity, participants explore the impact of individual actions on global challenges
by utilising creative writing and collaborative storytelling. They will reconstruct the
events that led to specific statements and then envision alternative futures by rewriting
their stories to incorporate the role of social entrepreneurship in creating positive
change. This process encourages participants to reflect on how small actions can
influence larger systems.‌

SUMMARY‌

TECHNICALITIES‌

10‌-30 participants‌

130 ‌minutes‌

pa‌pers, markers, pens, post-its, flipcharts or phones, tablets, laptops,‌
projector‌

TOPIC INTRODUCTION‌
It is widely recognised that individual actions can lead to significant change on a larger
scale. Small acts of kindness and compassion can inspire others to change their
behaviours, ultimately improving the quality of life in entire communities instead of
focusing only on personal gain.‌
Reducing waste and adopting simple practices to lessen our environmental impact can
significantly contribute to a healthier planet, leading to long-lasting benefits for
everyone's well-being. Ensuring equal opportunities for all individuals and providing
space for all creatures to live peacefully fosters societal growth and helps maintain
balance in gl‌obal systems.‌
T‌his workshop is based on these ideas and is inspired by social enterprises that care for
animals. For example, some cafés allow customers to interact with animals, and the
money from these cafés helps support the care of homeless animals, giving them a safe
and loving home.‌
This is an excellent example of how social entrepreneurship can be self-sustaining, create
a positive impact, and inspire change. By using creativity to understand how different
elements are connected and how chain reactions can lead to specific outcomes,
participants can enhance their thinking skills and develop innovative solutions to add‌ress
potential challenges and avoid risks.‌
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SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS‌



creative writing‌ ‌

group work‌

case-study‌

discussion and
reflection

role-playing

h‌ands-on activities

U‌nderstand the‌
‌connection between‌
‌individual actions and‌
‌global impact.‌
Develop c‌reative‌
‌problem-solving ‌skills
through storytelling.‌
Identify the role of
social
entrepreneurship in
driving social change.‌

Have ready:
roles description
set of materials for
each group
a table for each
group‌
additional working
space out of the
room‌

WORKSHOP INTRO‌

Methods‌ Objectives‌ Praparatory‌
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20 minutes‌
                         ‌chairs in a circle, flipchart, markers,‌
                         ‌projector, screen, laptop‌

Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship‌

1. Gather everyone in a circle.
2. Introduce the topic for the day: Social Entrepreneurship and global impact.
3. Inquire if participants are familiar with the concept of a Social Enterprise.

Gather input from several attendees and document their responses on a
flipchart or virtual wall.

4. Present the prepared definition of a Social Enterprise, referencing the earlier
discussion.

5. Clarify that today’s focus will be on social enterprises that assist individuals
with disabilities, former convicts, and others from disadvantaged
backgrounds by providing them with training and employment opportunities.

6. Ask participants if they know the principles of social inclusion and invite
different individuals to explain their meanings. Offer corrections and
supplemental definitions as necessary, and provide examples to show these
concepts.

Following the discussion, explain that the main workshop activity will revolve
around experiencing the challenges of collaborating with diverse individuals and
applying strategies to enhance their skills.

Instructions‌

Understand what a Social Enterprise is.
Explore the concepts of global citizenship
Identify how small actions can lead to social change

L‌earning‌
objectives‌



Case-study: the Cat Café video clip‌

Understand the impact of Cat Café in the community‌
R‌ecognize key principles ‌of social entrepreneur‌ship.‌
Reflect on small actions = big impact effect‌

L‌earning‌ ‌
objectives‌

video on ‌Micibo Cat Café‌, projector,‌
screen, notepads, pens,‌ flipchart‌

30
minutes‌

Introduction:‌
Briefly introduce the concept of a Cat Café and explain that it serves as a case
study in social entrepreneurship. Highlight how such cafés promote awareness
about rescue animals, create a community space, and offer a model for
sustainable business practices.‌
Video Viewing‌:‌
Play ‌the video‌ about the Cat Café. ‌Enco‌urage participants to pay attention to‌
how the café operates, the stories of the animals, and its impact on the local‌
community and broader social issues.‌
Transition to Discussion:‌
After‌ the video, provide a moment for participants to reflect silently on what‌
they just watched, focusing on how the café embodies the principles of global‌
citizenship and the butterfly effect.‌
Group Discussion‌:
L‌ead a discussion using the following prompts:‌
Co‌nsciousness:‌ ‌

How does the Cat Café raise awareness about animal welfare and the‌
‌importance of adopting pets?‌

Global Citizenship:‌ ‌
Ho‌w does the café demonstrate a sense of community responsibility and‌
‌engagement at a local or global level?‌

Butterfly Effects:‌ ‌
What small actions taken by the café (or its patrons) can lead to larger‌
‌societal changes, such as promoting animal adoption or influencing‌
‌public attitudes toward stray animals?‌

Wrap-Up (1 minute):‌
Conclude the activity by summarising the key points discussed and how the Cat‌
Café is an inspiring example of social entrepreneurship that connects with
issues of consciousness, global citizenship, and the butterfly effect.‌

Instructions‌
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https://youtu.be/8zutK9vlj-w?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aiC9Tsld8as?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/8zutK9vlj-w?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/8zutK9vlj-w?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/8zutK9vlj-w?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aiC9Tsld8as?feature=shared
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Weaving Connections‌

Help participants recognize shared experience‌s‌
‌and commonalities.‌
Illustrate the interconnectedness of individual
actions within a group.‌
Strengthen relationships and bonds within the‌
‌group.‌

L‌earning‌
objectives‌

A ball of string‌20 minutes‌

1. Introduction: Today’s focus is ‌on interdependence and how individual actions
contribute to broader changes in global systems.‌

2. Form a Circle: Ask participants to stand up and form a circle.‌
3. Pa‌ssing the String: Holding the ball of string, start with a loose end and

explain that each person will take a turn:‌
Nominate another person in the circle with whom they sh‌are something in
common (e.g., a hobby, nationality, travel exper‌ience, or favourite book)
while avoiding repeating what others have said.‌
After naming their commonality, they‌ will pass the ball of string to that
person, keeping hold of a piece of the string. This action creates a visible
connection between them.‌

4. Continue the Process: Each person nominates another participant similarly,
forming a net of relationships as the ball of string is passed around the circle.‌

5. Reflection: Once everyone has participated, ask the group to reflect on the
connections they’ve formed. Explore how it feels to hold the web of string
and discuss the implications of giving more or less string,‌ pulling it, or
making changes in the network.‌

6. Real-Life Connections: Encourage participants to think about how this
exercise mirrors their real-life connections and how their actions can
influence others, even those they aren’t directly connected to.‌

7. Transition: Finally, ask participants to gently place the string net on the
ground and prepare for the next activity.‌

Instructions‌
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Learn the Past, Rewrite the Future‌

Recognise commonalities and interconnections‌
among participants.‌
Practice creative storytelling to explore social‌
entrepreneurship.‌
Understand the impact of individual actions on‌
‌global issues.‌

L‌earning‌
objectives‌

A ball of string‌60 minutes‌

1. Sit in a Circle: Have participants take their seats in a circle.‌
2. Group Division: Explain that participants will be divided‌ into groups and use‌

‌their imagination and writing skills to reconstruct narratives based on given‌
‌statements.‌

3. Assign‌ Statements: Divide participants into groups of 3 to 5 people. E‌ac‌h‌
‌group receives a statement and must work together to identify the steps that‌
‌led to that st‌atement, writing down each step on post-its for a visual‌
‌timel‌ine. Allow 15 minutes for this task.‌

Instructions‌

Statement Examples:‌

The las‌t bee on Earth has just died.‌
Wild dogs and cats are roaming freely throughout the city.‌
People can only walk in the streets while wearing special oxygen masks.‌
Summer lasts for 9 months and reaches temperatures of 50 degrees Celsius.‌
People with disabilities hav‌e formed a separate country.
There is no more space in prisons, and there are not enough agents to care for
the prisoners.‌
Swimming in open water is no longer possible due to excessive pollution.‌

4. Story Development: After outlining the steps, groups will write the full story of‌
how the statement became a reality within 10-15 minutes.‌ ‌
5. Rewrite for the Future: Next, groups will create a new story that starts from the
initial statement and rewrite it by inc‌orporating‌ different actions that could lead
to a positive future change, highlighting the role of social entrepreneurship.
Allocate 20 minutes for this task.‌
Don't rush! Give participants enough time to be creative.‌
If they are having much trouble, provide them with a different statement. If they
finish early, they can also receive another statement to work on.‌
6. ‌Pr‌esent Stories: Each group reads their new stories aloud, emphasising the
original statement, and invites comments from the rest of the participants.‌
 ‌

Debriefing: Transition into the final debriefing of the workshop.‌
How did you feel about the activity?‌
Do you believe these scenarios are realistic?‌
How often do you consider the impact of your actions?‌
What other thoughts did this activity inspire in you?‌
What role can social enterprises play in these scenarios?‌
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1. Welcome participants back together and explain that this final debriefing will‌
‌help connect everything they've learned during the workshop.‌

2. Reflection on the Case Study: Ask‌ participants to share one key takeaway from‌
‌the social entrepreneurship case study. Record key points on a flipchart.‌

What did they learn about the impact of social enterprises on communities?‌
3. Weaving Connections Reflection: Encourage a brief discussion to share thoughts.‌

How did forming connections with others relate to interdependence and‌
‌social responsibility?‌

4. What insights did they gain about the importance of shared experiences?‌
5. Linking Activities:‌ ‌

How does understanding the past help inform their actions for the future?‌
What connections can they draw between individual actions and the broader‌
‌impact on society as illustrated in both activities?‌
How they might apply thes‌e insights in their personal lives or future projects.‌

6. Looking Ahead: Ask participants to think about one action they can take to
promote social change or support social entrepreneurship in their communities.
Provide them with post-its to write down their commitments. If time allows, have
them share their commitments with the group.‌

7. Wrap-Up: Conclude the session by thanking everyone for their participation and‌
‌emphasising the importance of their roles in creating positive change. Encourage‌
‌them to keep the connections they've made during the workshop in mind as they‌
‌move forward.‌

Debriefing of the workshop and strengthening the learning outcomes‌

Use recycled materials. Provide ‌digital presentations and
handouts instead of printed materials. Find eco-friendly
supplies that are environmentally friendly and made from
recycled materials or non-toxic substances.‌
Minimise waste. Turn electronic devices off when not in use
and encourage participants to do the same.‌ ‌

Sustainability tips‌

Handouts‌

1.  ‌Video of ‌Micibo Cat Café‌

https://youtu.be/aiC9Tsld8as?feature=shared

