NEWS AT FIRST SIGHT

TELLING STORIES THROUGH FRONT PAGES

KEY o freedom of speech and human rights
media literacy and information dissemination

TOPICS : civil society
SUMMARY

This workshop informs participants about the role of media in local communities. In
today’s fast-paced information environment, it is vital to learn how to spot
sensationalism and media manipulation and to understand the value of objective
reporting for citizens.

Through creative activities and role-playing, participants will experience what it’s like to
be a chief editor deciding which stories make the front page of a publication. The key
guestion we aim to answer is: Why does it matter which news story is featured?

TECHNICALITIES
N
4 6-20 participants
_
>§<J 110 minutes
(»»//\\A’ newspapers, 30-40 photos, scissors, blank A4 or flipchart paper, and glue.
y 4 If the workshop is conducted online, 30-40 digital photographs

TOPIC INTRODUCTION

This workshop focuses on media literacy and how media shapes the flow of information in
local communities. Through creative and interactive activities, participants will learn to
identify potential media manipulations, especially when designing the front pages of
print or digital newspapers.

Using role-playing, participants assume the roles of editors responsible for selecting and
creating news stories, headlines, and photographs for the front page. In small groups,
they will simulate the editorial process and explore the challenges and responsibilities of
crafting news for the public.

The simulation teaches participants about the media's role in human rights, encouraging
critical engagement with topics like freedom of speech, expression, the right to privacy,
and the right to think freely. By working with images and news stories, participants will
spark their interest in human rights and consider the ethical aspects of journalism.
Additionally, the workshop prompts participants to reflect on the media's impact on their
community, fostering critical thinking about the balance between informative and
manipulative reporting. Participants will also build commmunication and teamwork skills as
they collaborate to design their mock front pages.

By the end of the workshop, participants will have a better understanding of media
literacy and improved skills for analysing and interpreting the information they see daily,
empowering them to be more informed and responsible community members.
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WORKSHOP INTRO
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Google me! - icebreaker

_

é& phones or laptops, and the internet

X 30 minutes >
>§<J 7% connection
— 1
@& Learning e Help participants get to know each other.
objectives e Raise awareness about the personal information we

share online.
Instructions

1.Form a Circle: Ask everyone to form a circle with the group.

2.Explain the Activity: State the activity's objectives, saying participants will
research one another online.

3.Pair or Group Assignment:

e Divide participants so that each person needs to Google another participant.
If there is an odd number, instruct the last person to Google the person on
their left.

e Remind participants that they can only use the person's name and surname
as a starting point for their search.

4.Set Time Limit: Give participants 5 minutes to conduct their online search.

5.Present Findings: After 5 minutes, ask each participant to present the person
they researched. The person being presented can confirm whether the
information is accurate. If no information is found, they can introduce
themselves.

Debriefing Questions:
o Are you aware that some information about you is available online?
Do you think about the information you share online?
How do you protect your privacy in the online world?
Would you happen to know how to protect yourself from the misuse of
your data?

o
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The Front Page is Telling a Story

_

>:‘ 80 minutes TR video of Storyteller, projector, pictures,
= n glue, paper, flipchart
e Learn storytelling through media.
@& Learning e Raise awareness about media manipulation using
objectives photographs.

e Strengthen media literacy sKills.

Instructions

Introduce the Activity: Explain that this activity simulates a typical workday in

a newsroom. Participants will act as journalists and editors, creating the front
page of their print or online newspaper, focusing on current issues and human
rights for their local community. As an intro to the topic and inspiration, play the
video of Storyteller and discuss it with a group.

1.Form Small Groups: Divide participants into smaller groups of at least three
people. Each group should take on the role of a different newsroom,
managing their newspaper.

2.Name Your Media: Instruct each group to create a name for their media
outlet.

3.Discuss Front Page Design: In a larger group, briefly discuss a front page's
characteristics and design elements to set expectations.

4.Present Photographs: Show the prepared photographs. Give participants a
few moments to observe them silently.

Create Front Page

» Explain that these photographs can be used for their front pages. Groups should
select a maximum of 5 photos and create headlines and short stories to
accompany them. Remind them that stories should be no longer than two to

three sentences.

6. Focus on Impact: Encourage groups to discuss the overall effect and message
they want to convey through their front page before they start creating it.

7. Display Front Pages: Once groups finish their front pages, ask them to place
them in a visible area for everyone to see.

Debriefing:

e Group Reflection: Discuss how it felt to work in small groups. Ask:
o How did teams decide which stories to feature on their front page?
o Did everyone participate equally?
o How did they select topics and reporting styles?
o Were there any topics they chose not to include?

e Allow participants to compare the different front pages and discuss

similarities and differences.

o Did multiple groups use the same photos?
o How did their presentations vary?

Additional comments: You can prepare examples of different media front pages
so that participants know how their front pages might look. ,I 55
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Debriefing of the workshop and strengthening the learning outcomes

Discussion Questions:

1.Reflection on Learning: What were the workshop's key takeaways regarding
media literacy?

2.Impact of Activities: In what ways did the "True/False Game" and the "Front Page"
activity deepen your comprehension of media manipulation and social
entrepreneurship?

3.Personal Insights: Did any specific examples or conversations alter your views on
how media shapes our understanding of social issues?

4.Application of SKills: How can you incorporate the skills and insights acquired
from this workshop into your daily routine or future professional endeavours?

5.Community Engagement: How can you motivate your community to enhance
media literacy and awareness of social issues?

Summary:

e Recap the main themes addressed during the workshop, highlighting the
importance of recognising media manipulation and critically understanding
social issues.

Closing:

 Express gratitude to participants for their involvement and contributions. Inspire
them to continue exploring media literacy and social entrepreneurship in their
lives and communities.

Sustainability tips

/
{7
f/ The whole workshop can be conducted online

Additional comments and tips for facilitators

1.Video of Storyteller
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https://youtu.be/RAsjx2KT_28?feature=shared

